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The hydrogenised aromatic compounds have likewise
been referred to already (p. 354), but the terpenes have not
been mentioned. The latter formerly constituted one of the
most confused sections of organic chemistry, whereas Wallach
has now succeeded in systematising them by his extended
and careful researches.148 But the most important thing
about them, the elucidation of their constitution, is still
wanting; for, in spite of some fortunate attempts byBaeyer,141'
which led to the synthesis of substances resembling terpenes,
no one has yet succeeded in making this clear.
The discovery of the iodo, iodoso-, and iodonium-com-
pounds, for which we are indebted to Willgerodt 15° and to
Victor Meyer,151 is also important, and these compounds
supply new knowledge concerning the nature of iodine. The
discovery of antipyrine by Knorr152 was of great importance
in medicine, and through it the pyrazol group153 came to
be simultaneously explored.
The preparation of the so-called substantive azo-dyes has
become of technical importance;154 and of much greater
consequence is the manufacture of ammonia soda, and that
of synthetic indigo, according to a method discovered by
Heumann.155 The latter is probably the most striking
example of the eminent service which a close union of
technical practice with science is capable of rendering. The
detailed history of this subject, which has now been placed
at our disposal in the exposition by Brunck,150 presents an
abundance of interesting and instructive matter. In this
connection it may be pointed out specially that the manu-
facture of synthetic indigo has brought to maturity a new
method of obtaining sulphuric acid,157 which may, perhaps,
displace the.old-established method. That catalytic pro-
148 Annalen. 225-320 ($2 papers). ™ Ibid. 278, 288 ; Berichte. 26, 232.
150 J. pr. Chenx [2] 33, 154 ; Berichte. 25, 349*> ; and 26, 1802. WI Ibid.
25, 2632; 26, 1354 ; 27, 1592 ; 28, Ref. 80. 152 Ibid. 17, Ref. 148 and
149. Also Ibid. 17, 2032, etc. m Annalen. 279, 188 ; 293, i. m German
Paten^ No. 32958, 1884. 1W Berichte. 23, 3043, 3431. "» Ibid. 33,
Sonde-rheft, Ixxii * w Ibid* 34, 4069, •*-

